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In Memory of Joan Ledoux

Joan’s leadership,
dedication, and service left

a lasting impact on the
Louis Riel Institute and the

communities she
supported. We remember
her with deep gratitude

and honour her legacy with
respect and appreciation.

Honouring a Past LRI Chair and MMF Minister
and Her Lasting Contributions



Archives & Special Collections

Department announcements

Collection highlight 

Be sure to visit the Louis Riel Institute Archives and Special Collections (LRIASC)
website for the latest updates and the blog series.  

Check out our latest blog here:  Blog #2

The blogs are in English, French, and Michif French. We acknowledge the support of 
the Government of Canada in funding this initiative. 

This past summer, the summer employees digitized hundreds of hours of A/V material 
and took photos of countless artifacts. These digitized versions are now being made 
available on our website: 

Digitized items from the Louis Riel Institute Archives and Special Collections 

We gratefully acknowledge the support of the Manitoba Heritage Grants Program, 
which has helped make this digitization project possible through funding for 
digitization equipment and supplies.
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LRIASC collection, Box 205, folder 2, 
image 9, “Hurrah for the weekends”, no 

date.

LRIASC collection, Box 207, folder 2, 
image 9, no date. 

https://lriarchives.ca/digital-heritage/blog-digitizing-reel-reel-media
https://lriarchives.ca/digital-heritage/blog-manitoba%E2%80%99s-jesse-james
https://lriarchives.ca/digital-heritage
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Visit the Archives 

The LRI Archives and Special Collections are currently open by appointment only. 
Stay tuned for our official opening date and hours of operation. In the meantime, if 

you have any inquires or to schedule a visit please email 
archives@lrilearn.ca

Donate to the Collection 

Did you know that we accept donations of archival material? If you would like to 
donate photographs, documents, books, artifacts, videos, music and more please 

contact our Head Archivist: bbryan@lrilearn.ca  

 Browse Online

The Louis Riel Institute Archives and Special Collections are searchable through the 
Manitoba Archival Information Network (MAIN). New records and materials are 

being added regularly, please browse our collections here:  

Louis Riel Institute Archives and Special Collections - MAIN – Manitoba Archival 
Information Network 

LRIASC Collection, box 205, folder 
13, image 24, Interlake, no date. 

Visit our website : Louis Riel Institute Archives and Special Collections

https://main.lib.umanitoba.ca/louis-riel-institute-archives-and-special-collections
https://main.lib.umanitoba.ca/louis-riel-institute-archives-and-special-collections
https://main.lib.umanitoba.ca/louis-riel-institute-archives-and-special-collections
https://main.lib.umanitoba.ca/louis-riel-institute-archives-and-special-collections
https://main.lib.umanitoba.ca/louis-riel-institute-archives-and-special-collections
https://lriarchives.ca/
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Opening
Soon!

Archives and Special Collections

archives@lrilearn.ca | louisrielinstitute.ca
204-984-9480 

103-150 Henry Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
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Adult Learning Centre

Education that fits your life.
Rooted in Red River Métis Culture.

L o u i s  R i e l  I n s t i t u t e  A d u l t  L e a r n i n g  C e n t r e 

N E W  A D M I S S I O N S

Online registration open now for the following courses:

lrialc@lrilearn.ca | louisrielinstitute.ca
Ph: 204-984-9480| 103-150 Henry Avenue

Winnipeg Manitoba R3B 0J7 

Contact us at lrialc@lrilearn.ca to request
 your registration form, and get started!

• Essential Mathematics 40S
• Applied Mathematics 40S 
• Chemistry 30S 
• Chemistry 40S 
• ELA: Comprehensive Focus 40S 
• ELA: Transactional Focus 40S 

• Life/Work Transitioning 40S 
• Physical Education 40F 
• Psychology 40S 
• Credit For Employment 45G 
• Physics 40S
• Biology 40S

Missing a few credits for your Mature Grade 12 Diploma?

Need to refresh a course to get into post-secondary institution or college?

https://www.louisrielinstitute.ca/adult-learning-centre
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AI & Your Future
For Red River Métis (Age 17-29)

Covering:
How AI shows up in everyday life.

What AI really is (and what it isn’t).
Real talk about ethics, safety, 

and why it matters.
Learn to prompt and

unlock AI's full potential.

Online Course

  Register
Now

Learn how AI works so
it works for you 

 Oct 09   th

6PM-8PM

reception@lrilearn.ca | louisrielinstitute.ca

For more information email us at:
reception@lrilearn.ca
Phone: 204-984-9480 

With funding from the TELUS Manitoba and Saskatchewan Community Board

Sign up here

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?origin=NeoPortalPage&subpage=design&id=LOz1rBTlAkW-UvRlBH2apbnTRSvlkIJKoGCzJ3i3ddtUNk05TkVOQUc3REZYWUpDVEZERlRLS082WC4u


Corn Roast
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This year’s Corn Roast at Riel House was another great opportunity to bring our 
community together and celebrate Red River Métis culture. Even though the 
weather didn’t exactly cooperate with us, it was great to see so many people still 
come out and enjoy the afternoon.

The day was filled with food, music, jigging, cultural activities and lots of time 
spent visiting and connecting with one another. We were fortunate to have Elder 
Shirley Langan join us and provide our opening and closing prayers, along with 
performances from Gavin Forbes, Spence Tradition and Mitchell Stewart-Klyne 
throughout the afternoon.

We were also happy to welcome Manitoba Métis Federation Ministers and members 
of the Manitoba Legislative Assembly who took the time to join us and celebrate 
with the community.

An event like this takes a lot of people working together behind the scenes. A big 
thank you goes out to Parks Canada, our Scotiabank volunteers, Apex Catering, 
the LRI departments who participated, and all of our staff and volunteers who 
helped with everything from planning and setup to serving food, programming and 
cleanup.

Most importantly, maarsii to everyone who came out to Riel House and spent the 
day with us. Seeing everyone stick around, visit, laugh and enjoy themselves despite 
the rain made all of the work leading up to the event worthwhile.
We are already looking forward to doing it again next year.

— Aaron Uly Allaire, Cultural Manager
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Cultural Programming 

Workshops
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Booking & pricing: lriculture@lrilearn.ca

Red River Métis Sash Finger Weaving 
Workshop

This workshop will unravel the significance, 
history, and weaving techniques of the Red River 
Métis sash. Participants will learn step-by-step 
finger weaving and gain an understanding of 
its cultural importance. Participants leave with 
a small sash usable as a lanyard, bookmark, or 
bracelet.

Red River Métis One-Needle Beading Workshop

Participants explore the art of Red River 
Métis beadwork, focusing on the one-needle 
technique. The workshop includes a brief history 
of Red River Métis beadwork, emphasizing the 
heritage and cultural significance.

Red River Métis Dot Art (Pointilism) Workshop

Using paint and canvas, participants explore 
the style of Red River Métis floral art and motifs 
reflecting the Red River Métis tradition of 
beadwork. This accessible workshop teaches the 
technique of creating flower patterns.



Explore the heritage of the Red River Métis
through three unique experiences: the Louis
Riel Tour, the Cuthbert Grant Tour, or a
Custom Tour, tailored to your specific learning
interests. Led by cultural experts, these 3-hour
journeys uncover the landmarks, leaders, and
stories that shaped Manitoba.

BOOK NOWBOOK NOW

HISTORIC RED RIVER 
MÉTIS

LR ICULTURE@LR ILEARN .CA

TAKE A JOURNEY THROUGH TIME
AND LEARN ABOUT THE RICH RED
RIVER MÉTIS HISTORY IN MANITOBA.
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https://www.louisrielinstitute.ca/metis-tours
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This Day In History

On October 16, 1869, the National Committee of the Métis 
was formed, with John Bruce as the president and Louis 
Riel as secretary.  

On March 20, 1869, the Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) sold Rupert’s Land to the 
Dominion of Canada for $1.5 million — the largest land sale in Canadian history. The 
company made this deal without consulting any of the Indigenous peoples living in 
the area. Many Métis people, who lived in what is now Manitoba, believed that HBC 
had no right to sell land they occupied without their consent.

The Canadian government likewise showed the same disregard for local voices. In 
August 1869, it started to re-survey river-lot farms. The Métis in the Red River Valley 
typically had long, narrow lots of land that connected with rivers. But the Canadian 
government preferred square lots that limited access to water.  

Then on October 1, 1869, the Canadian government passed the “Act for the Temporary 
Government of Rupert’s Land by a Lieutenant Governor and Council” and appointed 
William McDougall as Lieutenant Governor, again without consultation from residents 
of the area. 

Tensions came to a head on October 11, 1869, when Édouard Marion found government 
surveyors on his land in the St. Norbert Parish. He called on his neighbours and Louis 
Riel to confront them. Frustrated by the government’s pattern of acting without 
consultation or consent, the Métis responded five days later. On October 16, 1869, they 
formed the National Committee of the Métis and called for an independent Métis 
republic. John Bruce was elected president, with Louis Riel as secretary. 

The creation of the National Committee of the Métis became a key precursor to the Red 
River Resistance. The committee soon barred the incoming governor, McDougall, from 
entering the territory.  

John Bruce (left), Louis Riel (right), City of Winnipeg Archives
 i00039, 1870. 
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The Red River Resistance formally began in November 1869, driven by anger over land 
sale and the newly imposed government. The resistance lasted until August 1870, when 
the British Red River Expeditionary Force arrived at the Red River Valley. 

John Bruce later resigned from the committee due to illness, and Riel, his secretary, 
became president of the National Committee of the Métis.

Author: Bronwyn Bryan

Sources:  

Barkwell, Lawrence, ed. “Manitoba’s Provisional Government of 1870, The Convention of 
Forty: January 25, 1870 to February 10, 1870.” Louis Riel Institute. 
https://www.metismuseum.ca/media/db/10005.  

Bumsted, J.M. “Red River Resistance .” The Canadian Encyclopedia, February 7, 2006. 
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/red-river-rebellion.  

Campbell, Glen, and Tom Flanagan. “Manitoba History: Louis Riel’s Romantic Interests.” 
Manitoba Historical Society, 2019. https://www.mhs.mb.ca/docs/mb_history/90/
rielromance.shtml.  

“Political Chronology of the Métis Nation—Saskatchewan.” Gabriel Dumont Institute.  
https://www.metismuseum.ca/media/db/11731. 

Map showing area of Rupert’s Land, Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
no date. 
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Red River Métis 
Circle of Educators

Are you a 
Red River Métis 
K-12 Educator
in Manitoba?

If so, we invite you to join 
the Red River Métis 
Circle of Educators

Offering culturally rooted professional development, 
Red River Métis identity-focused resources, and 

networking opportunities for support and inspiration. 

circleofeducators@lr i learn.ca

Or click here

Scan to sign up!

Red River Métis Circle of Educators

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=LOz1rBTlAkW-UvRlBH2apZ-YSxAerDROgDURVANodAhUMVowUVg0N0NYMERJWjc0RTMyVE8xRVFTRi4u&origin=lprLink&route=shorturl


Did you know that Louis Riel Institute is a registered charity? 

Generous donors help make our work possible, preserving Red 
River Métis culture, language and heritage for future 

generations, and supporting learners 
of all ages across Manitoba. 

Help support our cause by making a donation today!

DONATE HERE

THANK YOU

www.louisrielinstitute.ca 103-150 Henry Avenue
Winnipeg Manitoba R3B 0J7
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https://www.louisrielinstitute.ca/donate
https://www.louisrielinstitute.ca/

